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Noles Baseball Season Just Around the Corner 

  It’s a cool Friday evening in early November; the field lights turn on as the baseball 

diamond lights up for the first time in quite a while. The 28th annual Garnet & Gold Scrimmage, 

which has been held in early November every year since 1983, marks the beginning of 

preparation for the regular season to start in February. The scrimmage is also a great preview of 

what is to come for the 2012 season. 
   After about a month of practicing during the fall, the Noles baseball team is very 

prepared and eager for the upcoming season to begin and are ready for a fresh start. The Noles 

have worked very hard to prepare for the 2012 baseball season and have devoted much time to 

practicing.  

  “College Baseball is definitely a full-time job”, said freshman pitcher Ryan Stojak, who 

is redshirting, or sitting out this year so he can have an extra year of eligibility, due to an injury 

and will walk onto the team next year.  

The Seminoles had an outstanding 46-19 overall record last season, which included a 

stellar 36-2 record when they scored six or more runs in a game. After a devastating 11-2 loss to 

the Texas A&M Aggies in the NCAA Super-Regionals to end last year’s season, the Seminoles 

come into the 2012 baseball season with a home opener against the Hofstra University Pride on 

February 17th. In fact, looking at the 2012 schedule, the Seminoles will play their first 10 regular 

season games at home; these games include Hofstra University, Jacksonville University, Florida 

International University, and the University of Maine. After that home stretch, they will travel to 
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their first away series of the regular season, which will be in Orlando against the University of 

Central Florida Knights. 
   Florida State will open conference play when they travel to Durham, North Carolina, to 

take on the Duke University Blue Devils on March 9th. A few notable conference games that will 

take place at home are against the University of Virginia Cavaliers, which will be played March 

16th -18th, Virginia Tech Hokies on March 30th -April 1st, the University of Maryland Terrapins 

on May 4th - 6th, and the University of Miami Hurricanes during the weekend of April 20th -22nd. 

   Notable ACC away games this year will include the Wake Forest University Demon 

Deacons, in Winston-Salem, NC, on March 23rd-25th, Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets, in Atlanta, 

on April 6th-8th, and the Clemson University Tigers, in Clemson, SC, on May 11th-13th.  

  Although the FSU Baseball team does not have a huge following like sports such as 

football or basketball, there are still fans that have a deep passion for the game and look forward 

to College Baseball season. “I think the toughest games the Noles will play will be against 

Miami, Virginia, and Clemson”, said Shane Locke, an FSU graduate and avid Florida State 

Baseball fan.    

  Freshman pitcher Ryan Stojak had very similar thoughts; “I think Miami will be one of 

the toughest [teams we play]”, but when asked which team he is most looking forward to playing 

against, Stojak also answered with “Miami.” 

   Also, Florida State will be playing their archrival school, the Florida Gators, on three 

different occasions this season. The first game will take place on March 13th in Gainesville, the 

second game will take place in Jacksonville at The Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville on March 

23rd, and finally, the last game between the two schools will take place on April 10th, at home, in 

Tallahassee. Another notable game this season will be a scrimmage against a Major League 
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team, the Philadelphia Phillies. The game will take place on February 29th, in Clearwater, FL, the 

spring training home of the Phillies. Finally, the Noles will close out the regular season on May 

17th -19th, with a home series against North Carolina State. 

   19 players will return for the Noles this year out of the 36-man roster, which means 17 

newcomers will join the team this season; 16 freshmen and one transfer from Broward 

Community College, according to the 2012 Florida State baseball roster, which can be found on 

the school’s athletic site. The head coach of the Seminoles, Mike Martin, will return for his 33rd 

season at Florida State as he hopes to continue his legacy as the third winningest coach in NCAA 

Division 1 Baseball history, right behind the University of Texas coach Augie Garrido, and 

Wichita State's coach, Gene Stephenson, according to his “Coach Bio” on the teams’ website, 

Seminoles.com. 

   Aside from Head Coach, Mike Martin, the Seminole baseball team will also be 

managed by Associate Head Coach and Pitching Coach, Mike Bell. This will be Bell’s first 

season as a Seminoles coach, replacing former Nole pitching coach, Jamey Shouppe. Returning 

for the Noles will be Assistant coaches Mike Martin, Jr. and Matt Matulia. Martin, Jr., who is the 

son of Head Coach Mike Martin, will return for his 15th season as a coach. Matulia will return 

for his 2nd season as Assistant Coach, according to the roster. Aside from the coaches, the Noles 

baseball team will be helped by numerous trainers, clubhouse managers, and student managers 

throughout the year. 

   The Seminoles will be led mainly by senior right fielder James Ramsey and junior first 

baseman Jayce Boyd. Ramsey had a tremendous 2010 season; he belted 10 home runs, had 67 

runs batted in, and finished the year with a stellar .354 batting average. Ramsey led the team in 

home runs, hits, runs batted in, batting average and stolen bases last season. While Boyd led the 
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team with four triples and came in second behind Ramsey in batting average, hits, runs batted in, 

and home runs, respectively. “I believe James Ramsey, in particular, is going to have an 

outstanding senior year”, said Shane Locke. 

   Other notable position players include infielders Devon Travis and Sherman Johnson. 

Travis, who plays second base, led the team in runs scored, on base percentage, and doubles last 

season. Travis recently underwent knee surgery during the summer, but should be ready to play 

by the beginning of the season in February. Sherman Johnson, who plays third base, led the team 

in walks and sacrifice bunts last season; he was also tied for second with Jayce Boyd in stolen 

bases, respectively. 

    This upcoming season, the Seminoles pitching staff will be without stars Sean 

Gilmartin and Daniel Bennett. Gilmartin was drafted by the Atlanta Braves in the 2011 MLB 

Draft and chose to forgo his senior season. Gilmartin finished last season with 12 wins and 130 

strikeouts. He led the team in wins, strikeouts, and earned run average. Daniel Bennett, who was 

a senior last year, led the team with 15 saves and finished this year with 52 strikeouts.  

  With those two out of the mix, the Noles will mainly rely on senior pitchers Brian 

Busch and Hunter Scantling. Busch finished second behind Gilmartin, respectively, in wins and 

innings pitched last season. He finished the season with six wins and 63 innings pitched. 

Scantling, who stands at 6 feet 8 inches and weighs 270 pounds, is by far the tallest and heaviest 

player on the team and is a dominant force on the mound. He finished last season with 48 

strikeouts and three wins. 

   Along with the veterans that are coming back this year, the Noles have gained many 

freshmen who hope to get some playing time and make an impact on the season. Freshman Luke 

Weaver is in the running for a role as a starting pitcher, according to head coach, Mike Martin. 
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Weaver impressed Coach Martin with pitching two hitless and scoreless innings while striking 

out two during the Garnet & Gold scrimmage. Another freshman who impressed during the 

Garnet & Gold scrimmage was center fielder Josh Delph. Delph had two hits, including a double, 

in four at bats, and also scored two runs during the game. 

   The Seminoles looked very promising after putting on a show during the Garnet & 

Gold game. For the game, the Seminoles roster is split up into two teams, garnet and gold. The 

Garnet team beat the Gold in both seven-inning scrimmages. The first scrimmage ended with a 

5-0 Garnet victory, and the second scrimmage ended with a 4-3 win by the Garnet crew. 

   During the first scrimmage, the Garnet squad was led by junior 1st baseman Jayce 

Boyd, who went 2 for 4 with a double, he also had 3 runs batted in and scored a run, as well. 

Freshman 2nd baseman John Holland also had a big game with two hits and two runs scored. The 

Garnet team was also led by redshirt freshman pitcher Evan Geist, who recorded three strikeouts 

and no earned runs in the two innings he pitched.  

   The gold team was held to only three hits in the game and no runs in the scrimmage, the 

biggest hit for the Gold squad was a double by senior 1st baseman James Ramsey. The most 

notable pitching performance for the Gold squad was done by junior Robert Benincasa, who 

struck out two and did not allow a hit or a run in two innings of work. 

   The second scrimmage was all Garnet again; freshman pitcher Brandon Leibrandt, led 

the Garnet team with four strikeouts and allowed no hits or runs in two innings of work. Also for 

the Garnet team in the second scrimmage, freshmen infielders John Holland and Jose Brizuela 

both had a hit and a run batted in. Also, as mentioned before, freshman center fielder Josh Delph 

had two hits and two runs scored for the Garnet team.  
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   As for the Gold team in the second scrimmage, sophomore Brandon Johnson and 

freshman Luke Weaver both pitched two innings and recorded two strikeouts and did not allow 

any hits or runs.  As far as batting for the Gold team, senior center fielder James Ramsey had two 

hits in four at bats, both of those hits being doubles, and he also recorded a run and a run batted 

in. Freshman 1st baseman John Nogowski went 1 for 5 with a double, but had two runs batted in 

for the Gold team. 

   The starting lineup for the Noles this season, although not officially announced yet, is 

basically set in stone aside from a few positions, assuming that all returning starters will be in the 

starting lineup again this season. Starting at catcher will most likely be redshirt sophomore 

Stephen McGee. Jayce Boyd looks to be the starting 1st baseman this year after a stellar 2011 

season. The middle infield this season will most likely consist of two talented juniors who are 

returning as starters from last season; Devon Travis will be at 2nd base, assuming he comes off of 

off-season knee surgery successfully, and at shortstop will most likely be junior Justin Gonzalez. 

To round out the infield, returning starter and senior Sherman Johnson looks to be starting at 3rd 

base. The outfield will consist of star senior James Ramsey in center field. Although no starting 

outfielders from last season are returning, junior college transfer Seth Miller is expected to play 

in right field and sophomore Sean O’Brien is expected in left field. Junior Stephen Spradling 

another junior college transfer, is also in the running to play either left field or right field, 

interchanging with O’Brien or Miller 

   The starting pitching for the Seminoles this season will include returning seniors Brian 

Busch, Gary Merians, and Hunter Scantling. Also competing for starting pitching roles this year 

are freshmen, Luke Weaver and Brandon Leibrandt. Some notable relief pitchers will be junior 

Robert Benincasa and senior Adam Simmons. Although the closer role is uncertain for the 
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Seminoles as of now, a few pitchers that were hinted to become the closer by Coach Martin 

include freshman Gage Smith and redshirt freshman Evan Geist. Keep in mind that the starting 

lineup and pitching staff have not been officially announced yet and all of these assumed 

positions are assigned based on last year’s play and performance from the players, as well as 

results and stats from the Garnet and Gold game; very few positions are set in stone as of this 

particular moment. 

   All in all, the Noles look very confident coming into the 2012 season and should have a 

great year. Hopefully we will get to see them in Omaha this season at the College World Series, 

come next June. 
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